INTRODUCTION
, that represent lineages distinct from the earliest recognized families and indicate that substantial diversification of mammals took place during the Late Triassic (CLEMENS, 1980; JENKINS et al., 1983; CROMPTON & SUN, 1985) . Contemporaneous with Early Jurassic mammals were representatives of the last radiation of therapsids.
Both trityledontids (derived from gomphodont cynodonts) and tritheledontids ( fig. 1 ) elaborated distinctive specializations of the skeletal pattern of cynodonts, a pattern that was further modified by mammals.
Although both groups may even have been similar to the earliest mammals in such features as endothermy
